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natives of India who neither hold land, litigate,
drink liquor, nor smoke opium. Indeed the annual
incidence of this tax is no more than 2 Jd. per head
of the population. Salt, moreover, is now cheaper
than it has been at any previous period in Indian
history, the tax having been reduced in 1907 to one
rupee or is. 4d. per maund of 82 Ibs., while the
average annual consumption of this necessary of
life is 12 Ibs. per head, or double what it was fifty
years ago.

Customs duties in India are imposed for
revenue only, and with no protective purpose. In
1893, owing to the heavy loss sustained by Govern-
ment in consequence of the fall in exchange, it
became necessary to re-impose the general duty of
5 per cent, on imports, from which cotton piece
goods and yarns were exempted. Three years
later these products were also subjected to a duty
of 3^- per cent., a countervailing excise being im-
posed on similar goods manufactured in the Indian
mills, in order to deprive the tax of a protective
character.

It is this position which makes India a counter
in the present controversy regarding the respec-
tive merits of Free Trade and Tariff Reform, and
it is true that the members of the Governor-
General's Legislative Council who voted for the
countervailing excise duty, of whom the writer was
one, consented thereto because of the necessity of